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The term fisherwoman does not exactly roll trippingly off the tongue, and Linda Greenlaw, the
world's only female swordfish boat captain, isn't flattered when people insist on calling her one. "I
am a woman. I am a fisherman. . . I am not a fisherwoman, fisherlady, or fishergirl. If anything
else, I am a thirty-seven-year-old tomboy. It's a word I have never outgrown."Greenlaw also
happens to be one of the most successful fishermen in the Grand Banks commercial fleet,
though until the publication of Sebastian Junger's The Perfect Storm, "nobody cared."
Greenlaw's boat, the Hannah Boden, was the sister ship to the doomed Andrea Gail, which
disappeared in the mother of all storms in 1991 and became the focus of Junger's book.The
Hungry Ocean, Greenlaw's account of a monthlong swordfishing trip over 1,000 nautical miles
out to sea, tells the story of what happens when things go right -- proving, in the process, that
every successful voyage is a study in narrowly averted disaster. There is the weather, the
constant danger of mechanical failure, the perils of controlling five sleep-, women-, and booze-
deprived young fishermen in close quarters, not to mention the threat of a bad fishing run: "If we
don't catch fish, we don't get paid, period. In short, there is no labor union."Greenlaw's
straightforward, uncluttered prose underscores the qualities that make her a good captain,
regardless of gender: fairness, physical and mental endurance, obsessive attention to detail.
But, ultimately, Greenlaw proves that the love of fishing -- in all of its grueling, isolating,
suspenseful glory -- is a matter of the heart and blood, not the mind."I knew that the ocean had
stories to tell me, all I needed to do was listen." -- Svenja Soldovieri
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Jonathan Sabin, “Fascinating look at a job I don't want!. Who didn't see the film, (or read the
novel) The Perfect Storm? Not many of you, given its status as one of the top-grossing motion
pictures of all time. The story made for riveting reading--and with the addition of some very high-
tech special effects--a dramatic movie. It was a fictionalized account of actual events
surrounding the loss of the Andrea Gail, a swordfishing vessel lost at sea with all of its crew
during a horrific storm in 1991.One of the characters in that story, Linda Greenlaw, captain of the
Andrea Gail's sister ship, the Hannah Boden, has written a fascinating tale of life aboard a
swordboat--minus the tragedy. What happens when everything 'goes right' is the theme of
Greenlaw's The Hungry Ocean: a Swordboat Captain's Journey.To most of us, the concept of
spending a month or more at sea in smelly, cramped quarters, working torturous 20-hour days
and MAYBE getting a paycheck to show for it, (depending on how good the catch is), hardly
seems worth the effort. Linda Greenlaw is one of the most successful swordboat captains, and
it's very obvious she loves her work. That she is perhaps the world's ONLY female swordboat
captain is incidental to the story.After reading this book, it would be hard to enjoy a meal of
grilled swordfish without reflecting upon just what it took to get it on the plate. Over 12,000
pounds of bait and $4,000 worth of groceries is loaded on board and stuffed into every
conceivable nook and cranny prior to heading to sea. On the trip out, thousands of hook-and-
leader sets are crafted, which are then attached to the 40-odd miles of line played out every
single night--a 'set.' With a baited hook every 100 yards or so, they consider themselves
fortunate if they haul in 20 or 30 fish per set; typically running about 15 sets per trip.Despite the
fact that she is not an author by profession, Greenlaw very competently conveys a picture of life
aboard a swordboat. Hungry Ocean is an entertaining and fascinating read! (I bought an
additional copy as a gift for my father-in-law, whose late father was also a fisherman out of
Gloucester, Mass. HE loved it too!)- Jonathan Sabin”

Alan, “Interesting perspective of a female boat captain. I didn't know of Greenlaw (didn't
remember her from the Perfect Storm book or movie) but ran into a neighbor of hers on vacation
who sang the praises of this book, and it's a good read. It's not exactly suspenseful like The
Perfect Storm. It's more of a memoir. But it's interesting. She writes very honestly. Easy read.
I'd like to read more of her stuff, and more stuff from people like her.”

John R. Linnell, “How You See This Book Depends On Where You Stand. I cannot believe I
didn't review this book some time ago when I read it in hardcover soon after it was published. In
scrolling through the reviews that are here, it is interesting to see the different perspectives
people have. Some view the book as an informational book about sword fishing; others see it as
an extension of the story told in The Perfect Storm (Linda Greenlaw was the Captain of the
Andrea Gail's sister fishing boat, the Hanna Bowden); some see it as a metaphor about life as a



woman in what is essentially a man's business; and some see it as proof that those who go to
sea to fish are most responsible for the problems we have with fisheries and the ocean
environment. Linda's oldest sister sees the book as a "book length personals ad" (Linda would
like to get married). I bought the book thinking that I would be reading more about aspects of
The Perfect Storm and instead found a compelling story from a woman who all her life wanted to
be doing what she was doing and did it against great odds. Sebastian Junger referred to her as
the best swordfish captain in the North Atlantic, or words to that effect, which is high praise for
anyone and the zenith of such for a woman. In the book she tells you what it is like to put to sea
to go swordfishing and she does it without any cleaning up of the life. She also shares her inner
thoughts and makes the story very much a human tale. In the end, you will care about her very
much. At least I did. She is brave, vulnerable, stubborn, funny and caring and she communicates
those attributes quite well.”

JK, “A day in the life of a sword fisherman; why not read all about it?. I really enjoyed learning
about the life and subculture of sword fishermen. From the specific language and terms used in
fishing to the unique experiences probably only found at sea Linda draws you in with
recollections of how she got into the business of running a ship, the colorful people she has
interacted with, and a composite of one such adventure out at sea. I especially appreciate all
the references to New England, the geography and way of life that I knew was historically and
remains currently important, but never really understood. Coming from an author who isn't an
author professionally, this was well done and an enjoyable read.”

S. Walden, “the only tape 'book" i've ever bought.. Although it's abridged, this two tape set gives
the basic story of "The Hungry Ocean". Narrated by the author, I found this a great way to go. I
still recommend reading the book also in addition to buying the tapes. I'd like to have it on CD or
DVD which might could be enhanced to show some footage at sea, swordfish being caught,
crew members and Ms. Greenlaw, etc. I know most of it would have to be retro to 1991.Bob
Brown, the boat owners voice was portrayed in a phone type clip using Ms. Greenlaw's Voice. I
think if an effort was made to give the voice a telephone effect, Bob Brown's voice could've
been portrayed by a male voice, like, mine :-).I'd like to also have on the CD or DVD an update
on certain issues brought out in the story. How's the crew, what are they doing. to my
knowledge. Greenlaw is a lobster trapper now even though as most recent a writer. Is the
Hannah Boden still alive? this happened in 1991.This fueled my desire for more of this kind of
stuff. These tapes and book are at the top of my collection. I'll need an autographed copy of the
hardback someday.Buy a book, the tapes, and sign up to be emailed notification of any
upcoming books by Greenlaw at this site. This is not however a work for a high minded literary
critic who reads for the sake of being a literary critic. It's 5 stars for content. It is very well
written  as well.”



Peadar O'Sullivan, “Very interesting book especially as I have already read Perfect Storm. Ms
Greenlaw comes across as an absolutely .... Very interesting book especially as I have already
read Perfect Storm. Ms Greenlaw comes across as an absolutely no-nonsense kind of person,
very capable & definitely not one to suffer fools, gladly or otherwise. I was surprised to hear she
has also collaborated in the cookery book business - it makes a big change from the way she
comes across in this book”

Elidor, “Great book for anyone who loved The Perfect Storm.. Wonderful book for any lover of
The Perfect Storm. Well written.”

graham, “Five Stars. great book”

Norman, “Good. Good read enjoyed it very much”

Michael Cowie, “Can’t put this down. Great read”

The book by Linda Greenlaw has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 355 people have provided feedback.
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